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A word from the director
Welcome to the second edition of “Different Minds” Newsletter published by the Centre for Autism 
Research, Technology and Education (CARTE). 

you will learn 

an email at 

CARTE Director
Professor of Psychology

Learn more about us at: http://web.uvic.ca~carte/index.html

CARTE stands for the 
Centre for Autism 
Research, Technology 
and Education (CARTE). 
CARTE is dedicated 
to the research and 

that enhance the social 

The Centre is composed of faculty and students from 

public. The Centre's guiding maxim is New Tools for 

abilities of people with autism.

What is 
C A R T E ?



Authors with Autism

Cup of Joe
Sensitivities should not be underestimated. Humans are 

sensitive creatures, although guarded. Learners are 

sensitive to being personally the object of debate rather 

than the ideas and models they are presenting. Humans 

are emotional beings with emotional lives. Care must be 

taken when we speak. And speech is not the only way we 

generate meaningful signs. We have facial expressions 

and nonverbal behaviors. Although many strive to be 

hospitable, we can be dismissive or hurtful, even with a 

glance or gesture. We often celebrate our judgments 

and inferences and call this being gloriously reasonable 

or rational. However, judgments and inferences can be 

as automatic and limbic as stress responses--too often 

they become avoidance strategies. There are facts we 

know and opinions we hold, and these are ours to 

share or not share. A healthful relationship between 

learners is a respectful, friendly, and sharing 

relationship. Learners require an openness to each 

other's intelligences without discrediting the value 

of those intelligences.

To be a trusted co-learner requires returning 

verbalizations with the mature response, letting 

mistaken words go--meaningfully encountering 

another while being thoughtfully present, 

Please join us for Authors with Autism in Hickman Building, Room A116

6:00 pm - 8:00 pm, Sunday, January 20, 2013

6:00 pm - 8:00 pm, Sunday, February 10, 2013

6:00 pm - 8:00 pm, Sunday, March 17, 2013

6:00 pm - 8:00 pm, Sunday, April 21, 2013

careful with time, performing kindnesses always. This is how 

I talk when I broach the topic of autism and my professional 

efforts to welcome persons with autism onto a path of lifelong 

learning, as I invite them into our academic shared learning 

conversation, yet it is a two-way proposition. There is no place 

for hostile hearts in this dance. Persons with autism, or any 

person with differences or a disability, as well as typically 

developing persons all require mutual support to grow 

together. We, as co-learners, need to be safe with each other 

within a safe learning environment.

Therefore, there are times when we need to be silent with 

our inferences, leaving judgment outside the door, accepting 

other's own idiosyncratic expressions without an immediate 

urge to correct or change them. It is a great wisdom to 

not allowing stress responses to dictate one's speech and 

gesturing. When we commit to such calls of character 

we enter into a sophisticated reverence for each other's 

contributions, an inclusive world of togetherness, within a 

location I term the house of learning--a place where whatever 

is possible is indeed possible. And there is much yet that is 

indeed possible.

Joseph Z. Sheppard, 2013

writes together silently.

 http://journals.uvic.ca/.

We are pleased to host  6:30 PM - 9:00 PM on April 

2nd, 2013

and entertainment by persons with autism. Please come and experience autism 



News from The Tech Team
CARTE was honoured to present at TEDxVictoria for the second consecutive year. 
TEDx is a yearly community event, sharing innovative new ideas in technology, 
entertainment and design. This year we were invited to set up a dynamic display 
showcasing our latest intervention tools. Audience members experienced a fun 
new set of interactive face games. Coupled with the Computerized Expression 
Recognition Toolbox developed at the University of California, San Diego, our 

face training for children and adults with autism. At TEDx we received great 
enthusiastic response and valuable audience feedback; it was a fantastic way to 
conclude 2012!

 BUYUN

attention in children with autism. 
Joint attention is shared attention 
and at home, mothers and fathers 

results show that children with 
autism can follow head turns as 

children. In our next study, we 

Research

JOINT 

ATTENTION

For more information, email us at carte@uvic.ca

 IRIS

the recognition and production of facial 
expressions. With children with autism, 

expressions after gameplay.

 KAYLA

children with autism spectrum disorder 

We put this idea to the test and found 
drawings produced by children with 
autism were as realistic as those drawings 
produced by children without autism. 
While realism was related to memory in 
children with autism, this was not the case 
in children without autism. This tells us 

different way.

Drawing

Realism
FaceMaze



not be our last. 

calendars for April 14th, 2013!

News from the Education Team

Globe and Mail Article

CARTE in the media

Autism Awareness Walk 2012

Through school partnerships we reach out to students and 

curriculum designed for children with autism. Training 
children in face understanding, the program explores the 

of children on the autism spectrum. We left educators 

educational partnerships.
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