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There	are	three	main	channels	through	which	
children	are	affected	by	this	crisis:		

(1)	The	infec;on	with	the	virus	itself.		

(2)	The	immediate	socioeconomic	impacts	of	
measures	to	stop	transmission	of	the	virus.	

(3)	The	poten;al	longer-term	effects	of	delayed	the	
implementa;on	of	the	Sustainable	Development	
Goals.		

Health	issues	

Educa.onal	issues	

(a)	188	countries	have	imposed	countrywide	school	closures,	affec;ng	more	than	1.5	billion	children	and	youth.	The	poten;al	losses	that	this	impact	may	accumulate	in	
learning	and	development	for	the	young	genera;on	are	hard	to	es;mate.	More	than	two-thirds	of	countries	have	introduced	a	na;onal	distance	learning	plaIorm,	but	among	
low-income	countries	the	share	is	only	30%.		

(b)	While	school	districts	are	engaged	in	distance	learning,	reports	indicate	wide	varia;ons	in	access	to	quality	educa;onal	instruc;on,	digital	technology,	and	internet	access.	
Before	this	crisis,	almost	one	third	of	the	world’s	young	people	was	already	digitally	excluded.	School	closures	worsen	the	learning	gap	for	children	from	wealthier	families	
con;nue	schooling	with	digital	tools,	whereas	poorer	children	fall	further	behind,	in	all	countries.		

(c)	The	experience	of	virtual	learning	during	the	pandemic	has	varied	widely	and	raises	significant	concerns	for	educa;onal	equity.	Research	during	the	pandemic	shows	that	
low-SES	students	have	less	access	to	electronic	devices,	internet	connec;vity,	and	quality	virtual	learning	programs.	Owing	to	these	inequi;es,	students	may	experience	
addi;onal	months	of	learning	loss	compared	with	other	students.	Communi;es	are	also	struggling	to	iden;fy	the	resources	required	to	deliver	quality	educa;onal	experiences,	
either	in-person	or	virtually,	and	to	iden;fy	educa;on	solu;ons	that	serve	children	in	their	district	equitably.		

(f)	Chronic	absenteeism,	or	missing	10%	or	more	of	the	school	year,	can	affect	educa;onal	outcomes,	including	reading	levels,	grade	reten;on,	gradua;on	rates,	and	high	school	
dropout	rates.	Chronic	absenteeism	already	dispropor;onately	affects	children	living	in	poverty.		

(h)	Students	in	rural	and	urban	school	districts	are	faced	with	different	challenges	in	accessing	the	internet.	In	some	urban	areas,	as	many	as	one-third	of	students	is	not	
par;cipa;ng	in	online	classes.		

(i)	Part	of	the	lens	of	equity	needs	considering	and	understanding	the	implica;ons	of	closure	for	families	with	children	with	disabili;es.	In	many	public	school	students	receive	
special	educa;on.	In	addi;on,	some	children	and	adolescents	have	complex	medical	condi;ons.	These	popula;ons	are	heavily	reliant	on	schools	for	services	to	help	them	learn	
and	develop	in	a	healthy	manner.	During	the	COVID-19	pandemic,	children	with	disabili;es	have	struggled	to	access	services	remotely.		



France, an example of the disastrous 
consequences of Covid-19 for pupils and students, 

and some worrisome signals for the future

• During the lockdown (March-May 2020): 5% of students and pupils have disappeared 
from the radar of the national educational system. 


• Most of them are low-SES. 


• This is not new, nor unexpected: infrastructures (hardware, software), motivation, 
support at home, background knowledge, … are all necessary conditions for keeping 
up. And the conditions were not met. 


• Surveys are been done after the lockdown, some partial results confirm the divide 
between low-SES and non-low-SES schools in the perception teachers have had of the 
learning outcomes of their students during the lockdown. Objective data are still under 
analysis and others are being gathered.


• https://www.education.gouv.fr/crise-sanitaire-de-2020-et-continuite-pedagogique-
les-eleves-ont-appris-de-maniere-satisfaisante-305214


• https://www.education.gouv.fr/la-depp-et-l-impact-de-la-crise-sanitaire-30517



Put	child	health	and	wellbeing	at	the	
center	of	recovery	plans,	include	
experts	in	children’s	issues	in	the	
relevant	task	forces	and	legisla;ve	
working	groups,	engage	their	
ministries	to	work	together	for	
children,	and	ask	children	and	
adolescents	what	changes	they	
would	like	to	see.	Pu[ng	children	at	
the	center	implies	radical	change,	
what	means	redesigning	
neighborhoods	to	give	children´s	
spaces	to	play,	valuing	care	work	and	
ensuring	families	have	;me	and	
resources	to	raise	children,	ensuring	
sustainable	food	systems	to	nourish	
growing	bodies,	and	s;mula;ng	
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Minimizing	learning	losses	
due	to	COVID-19	and	tackling	the	
learning	crisis	will	require	be^er	
monitoring.	Be^er	data	can	also	
help	countries	to	adjust	and	to	
develop	more	sustainable	
medium-term	financing	strategies	
for	the	sector	(World	Bank,	2020).

Roles	of	Science	of	Learning	

In	the	COVID-19	crisis,	with	
schools	closed,	children	at	home,	
and	parents	expected	to	take	on	
teaching	du;es,	the	science	of	
learning	could	have	at	least	two	
different	roles:	(a)	to	offer	
guidance	about	how	best	to	deal	
with	the	impact	of	the	current	
situa;on,	including	lockdown	and	
home-schooling;	and	(b)	to	
consider	the	bigger	ques;ons	
about	what	this	large-scale	
educa;onal	circumstance	might	
mean	for	the	future.	



Evidence-based strategies for minimising learning losses 
in at-distance (and not perfect) conditions  - The crisis a 

stimulus for putting in place some fundamentals of 
education

https://www.education.gouv.fr/csen-recommandations-pedagogiques-COVID19. 



And more. Putting children and adolescents at 
the center of the information stage, enabling 

them to become well-informed citizens
• Covid-19 has brought with it the “usual” dose of misunderstandings, conspiration theories, denial, lack 

of compliance to sanitary measures. Even without that, understanding why one should adopt 
behaviours that are not at all confortable, practical, or that hinder socialisation is far from being easy. 


• Still, students need to go back to school, in the safest environment possible. 


• Here comes the opportunity. 


• Students can and need to understand the altruistic side of wearing masks and of adopting distancing 
and hygiene measures.


• And students need to understand what is going on around them in order to develop a representation of 
reality that fits with reality - no excessive pessimism, or optimism, a correct understanding of causes, of 
how remedies are really searched for and tested, of the role of vaccines and medications, etc. 


• Covid-19 represents an occasion to develop altruistic attitudes and critical/scientific thinking about 
natural events. It urges to do so in order to enhance the chances of having students develop correct 
behaviors. 


• It is an opportunity for students to become ambassadors of knowledge and practices for their families 
and neighbours - specially in low-SES contexts. 



An educational choice, and 
practical resources

• https://www.fondation-lamap.org/fr/continuite-coronavirus


• The origin of the epidemics (natural causes)


• Why is hand washing useful? 


• Introduction to the notion of microorganisms on hands and 
practical activities with “paillettes” to simulate germs. 


• An experimental protocol for comparing the virtues of water 
only vs. water + soap


• Invitation to produce communication supports for education 
other people to hand washing


• Why are distancing/masks useful?


• Introduction to the notion of transmission at distance


• Maths with distances, systems for calculating and visualising 
appropriate distances, etc.


• Invitation to propose solutions for respecting spaces in the 
classroom


• How do you get better? The role of developing and testing treatment


• Notion of testing protocol


• Historical example (Scurvy) with simulation game



An educational choice, and 
practical resources

• https://www.fondation-lamap.org/fr/continuite-
coronavirus


• The origin of the epidemics 


• natural causes: micro-organisms, virus


• Factors that favour the diffusion world-wide


• Understanding and filtering scientific information on the 
Internet before SHARING information (an engaged 
attitude)


• Sources, Contents (Plausibility, Relevance) and the 
Quality of Evidence (Pictures, scientific evidence, 
…)


• How to act to reduce disinformation and 
misinformation on the Internet


• Using models to better understand the pandemics and 
the effects of different measures, such as vaccines, etc.


• Being engaged: what can I do to communicate better 
about the pandemics? 



• Between March 16th and beginning of July 2020, 28625 
people have accessed the resources (mean time access: 
7’48”), 19699 have downloaded the resources


