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OVERVIEW

Impacts and challenges of COVID-19 on child development 
Focus on poverty, health and educational perspectives

Developmental approaches to impacts and challenges

Future directions for actions
(Health, education, and SoL perspectives)



(1) The infection with the virus itself

IMPACTS AND CHALLENGES

(2) The immediate socioeconomic impacts of measures to stop 
transmission of the virus

(3) The potential longer-term effects of delayed the implementation 
of the Sustainable Development Goals



• Social determinants of health

• 42-66 million children could fall into extreme poverty

• Child mortality

• Exacerbation of health inequalities 

• Vulnerable groups

• Child malnutrition 
Key sectors at particular risk
Meals and snacks from schools

• Mental health and well-being
Self-regulation demands

IMPACTS AND CHALLENGES
Health issues

SOURCE: See folder PAPERS & REPORTS in: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/o6q66yb5bfhnpwy/AABxds9yEcpQ0UEG_YWY05s6a?dl=0



• 188 countries with school closures
1.5 billion children and youth. 

IMPACTS AND CHALLENGES
Educational issues

• Quality of educational instruction, digital technology, internet access

• Experience of virtual learning 
Alternative instructional strategies

• Parental and school district considerations
Structural barriers

• Absenteeism

• Gender inequalities

• Rural and urban disparities 

• Children with disabilities

SOURCE: See folder PAPERS & REPORTS in: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/o6q66yb5bfhnpwy/AABxds9yEcpQ0UEG_YWY05s6a?dl=0



FUTURE DIRECTIONS
WHO-UNICEF-Lancet Commission

SOURCE: www.thelancet.com/commissions/future-child



SOURCE: Lipina, 2019 (modified from Lerner, 2018).
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FUTURE DIRECTIONS
Relational Developmental Systems (RDS) frameworks



SOURCE: Bradley, 2015; Bronfenbrenner, 1979;  Lipina, 2016; Yoshikawa et al., 2012.
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FUTURE DIRECTIONS: Social and health determinants
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SOURCE: Bradley, 2015; Bronfenbrenner, 1979; Sheridan & McLaughlin, 2014; Yoshikawa et al., 2012.
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IMPACT OF POVERTY ON CHILD 
DEVELOPMENT

Accumulation of risks
Individual susceptibility

Co-occurrence of adversities
Exposure time to deprivations

IMPACT OF POVERTY ON CHILD 
DEVELOPMENT

Accumulation of risks
Individual susceptibility

Co-occurrence of adversities
Exposure time to deprivations



FUTURE DIRECTIONS
Identification of vulnerable groups

SOURCE: Lopez-Rosenfeld et al., 2019.



FUTURE DIRECTIONS
Health perspective

• Nutrition

• Vulnerable groups
Disability and disadvantages perspectives 
Vulnerabilities clusters

• Poverty perspectives

SOURCE: See folder PAPERS & REPORTS in: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/o6q66yb5bfhnpwy/AABxds9yEcpQ0UEG_YWY05s6a?dl=0



FUTURE DIRECTIONS
Educational perspective

• Availability of resources
Structural barriers

SOURCE: See folder PAPERS & REPORTS in: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/o6q66yb5bfhnpwy/AABxds9yEcpQ0UEG_YWY05s6a?dl=0



FUTURE DIRECTIONS
Educational perspectives

• Availability of resources

SOURCE: Sheikh et al., 2020.

• Reopening schools



FUTURE DIRECTIONS
Educational perspectives

• Availability of resources

• Reopening schools

• Child labor

SOURCE: See folder PAPERS & REPORTS in: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/o6q66yb5bfhnpwy/AABxds9yEcpQ0UEG_YWY05s6a?dl=0



FUTURE DIRECTIONS
Role of Science

• Research

• Pending questions

• Advocacy

SOURCE: See folder PAPERS & REPORTS in: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/o6q66yb5bfhnpwy/AABxds9yEcpQ0UEG_YWY05s6a?dl=0



FUTURE DIRECTIONS
Role of Science

SOURCE: Duncan et al., 2020

• Research

• Pending questions

• Advocacy



FUTURE DIRECTIONS
Role of Science

SOURCE: Sheskin et al., in press.
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FUTURE DIRECTIONS
Role of Science

SOURCE: http://sesn-network.org/

• Networking

• Research

• Pending questions
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FUTURE DIRECTIONS
Role of Science

SOURCE: Thomas & Rogers, 2020.

• SoL potential specific topics
Loneliness
Parental mental health
Emotional symptoms (media)
Health habits
Pedagogies and learning strategies
Physical exercise, nutrition, sleep

• Networking

• Research

• Pending questions

• Advocacy



PROVISIONAL CONCLUSIONS IN HYPER-DYNAMIC TIMES

• Expand critical programs

• Digital learning gaps

• Social service

• Research

• Delivery mechanisms 

• Infrastructure initiatives 

SOURCE: See folder PAPERS & REPORTS in: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/o6q66yb5bfhnpwy/AABxds9yEcpQ0UEG_YWY05s6a?dl=0



Thank you for your attention…
… and take care.


