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Overview 

The Region IX Head Start Association is proud to announce its request for workshop presentations for its fourth annual Early Childhood STEM Institute, held September 3 - 5, 2014 in San Diego, California at the Catamaran Hotel.  We are honored for the support of our local program host, Neighborhood House Association. 
The purpose of this Institute is to help programs and agencies bring the joy of learning science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) concepts to more children, especially ages birth to five years in a tangible and hands-on way.  Our audience will gain a research informed understanding of how children innately grasp STEM concepts, and will take home real strategies to develop programs to engage children.
We invite you to lend a hand in provoking our audience to better understand how children engage in and learn STEM concepts in their early years.  We know that children are naturally inquisitive in these concepts very early on in life.  How do we maintain this curiosity?  How do we expand our thinking and our curriculum to foster those concepts?  What tools are easily accessible?  What does the research indicate?  
Your participation as a conference presenter can contribute to the continued success of early childhood education programs in and beyond Head Start and Early Head Start programs, Tribal HS/EHS and Migrant HS/EHS programs across the nation.  

Workshop Audience

As a call to action on the significant lack of professional development on early childhood STEM education, the Region IX Head Start Association welcomes all early childhood education educators, administrators and partners across our nation.  Hundreds of early childhood education professional will join us, including teachers, directors, education coordinators, managers, parents, and others both in and beyond Head Start and Early Head Start.
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Presentation Details: 

· Workshop presentation sessions are 90 minutes 

· Approximate audience capacity range: 40 – 150 people per room

· Content and materials may not be self-promoting and/or used to promote a business product or service.
· Registration fees will be waived for primary presenter
PROPOSAL CRITERIA

Please adhere to the following information in preparing for your proposal:
Presentation must: 

· Support a professional and high caliber conference; 

· Be research based or highly research informed;  

· Relate meaningfully to the conference audience; 

· Maximize added-value for conference participants; 

· Provide focused and relevant information based on the presented title and description

Particular Topics of Interest Include but are not limited to:
· Life Science

· Physical Science

· Appropriate Technology Use in Early Childhood Education

· Mathematics

· Shared Governance 

· Concepts and milestones of early STEM learning

· Scientific process of infants/ toddlers/ preschoolers
· Project approach 
· New manager and director • EHS/HS 10

Required Documents to accompany proposal (supporting grid attached): 
· Brief presenter biography (3-4 sentences) and statement of qualifications 

· Brief workshop description (Limit to 25 words)

· Summary of Proposal -- Describe your session content and activities (Maximum of 150 words)
· Intended Audience: (Infant/ Toddler, Preschool, or birth to 5 years old)
· Which subject(s) does your workshop relate to -- Math, Science, Technology, Engineering?
How to Submit a Proposal: 
· A copy of the electronic application form can be found at www.region9hsa.org (conferences tab)
· Submit your proposals via email to HeadstartR9@Region9hsa.org, with “2014 STEM Proposal Submission” in the subject line. 
4th Annual Early Childhood STEM Institute 

San Diego, California ● September 3-5, 2014

Submit via email to: headstartR9@region9HSA.org
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If you have any questions and/or need additional information please contact RIXHSA Association Manager Sonia Legaspi at headstartR9@region9HSA.org or (323) 283-7457.  
WHO: 


Held by the Region IX Head Start Association


Program Host: Neighborhood House Association





WHAT: 


4TH Annual Early Childhood STEM Institute 





WHEN: 


September 3 - 5, 2014





WHERE: San Diego, California 


Located at the Catamaran Hotel


3999 Mission Blvd, San Diego, CA 92109





WHY: 


In order to foster an adequate workforce for our children’s future, we must engage and maintain children’s natural curiosity in science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM), found in the world around us.  Join us and learn what children ages birth to five know and can do in science, math, technology, and engineering. 
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